March 2013

March saw a number of sports events held across

the CAL centres. In Kelaniya and Nuwara Eliya the

kids have enjoyed taking part in various fun races - &
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threading to name but a few. The staff and parents ‘
were favenvroped in Yvher? possible, muc,h to th? delight of thevchildrevn.A Irvl Killi- Story from Batticaloa
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In Kandy we had a visit from a school boys cricket team over from Ireland who work in Batti is making a differ-
played a game of backyard cricket with some of our older boys, along with a team ence. Two young twin girls ¢
from Germany who ran a fun games and activites afternoon. As you can see from aged 6 years ¢ joined the project

some of the photos below, much fun was had by all. last September. Their family

. . moved down from the North
We are so aware of the importance of sports for children of all ages to channel en- .
due to war displacement. When

ergy and emotions positively and help them become healthy and happy and have they arrived, they could not

fun. They also learn (in some cases a little slowly!) about losing and winning well. read, write or study, they did
not play, or even laugh and
were too shy to speak. They
would just sit alone and stare at
others studying, eat and go
home again. Recently, however,
things are changing. With the
help, support and encourage-

ment at the project these girls
have slowly come alive. They
now have good friends, they
have started to read, write and

draw and most importantly they
Above: Races in Kelaniya, obstacle course in smile and laugh! When project

Nuwara Eliya. Below and Left: Fun, games manager Reji goes to visit their
and cricket in Kandy remote community on his bike,

these two are the first to run up
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tion such as this are repeated

over and over in our Northern

and Eastern centres - those ar-

eas most affected by the war.




Child Action Lanka began six years ago working with street chil-
dren in Kandy. Debbie and Dilshan Edirisinghe opened the doors
to over sixty children who were grateful for a safe place to come
and learn, play and have fun. CAL has grown significantly over
the last six years and we now have centres in five locations:
Kandy, Nuwara Eliya, Kelaniya, Killinochchi and Batticaloa.

We would love you to consider partnering with us as we develop

and grow as an organisation to give maximum opportunity to the
next generation. For further information and how to give time
and/or resources to support this important work, please email
childaction@sltnet.lk or contact us via our website at
www.childactionlanka.org

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS
WHO HAVE MADE THIS WORK POSSIBLET WE ARE SO
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT AND HELP.

Current Needs

In Batticaloa we are still look-
ing for help to sponsor staff
salaries for our staff who will
be selected from the local
community. Currently we
only have capacity for chil-
dren to attend the centres
once a week. With one extra
staff member in each of the
five centres, we would have
capacity for the children to
come twice a week. Many of
the children turn up every
day regardless and the older
students end up voluntarily
teaching the youngert it is
very touching to see them
help one another. The sala-
ries equate to approximately
UK £30 or Aus $50 per
month. We would be hoping
for a two-year commitment
to make this viable.
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